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Dear Friends,

Happy holidays! I’m pleased to send my annual rural newsletter.  This 

year I traveled to villages from Fort Yukon and Tanana in the Interior to 

Quinhagak and Bethel in the Southwest.  

I also attended the 100th annual Grand Camp of the Alaska Native 

Brotherhood in Sitka, where I was adopted into the Killer Whale Clan.  

I am pleased to report I have just secured a position on the Senate 

Indian Affairs Committee where I can advocate even more effectively for 

Alaska’s first peoples. Many Alaska Native organizations urged me to seek this 

position and I look forward to working with Senator Lisa Murkowski, also on 

the committee, on issues such as subsistence rights, jobs, education and rural 

public safety.

As Congress works to balance the federal budget, I continue to fight 

to protect funding for rural programs such as the Denali Commission and 

Indian Health Service.  These are critical to help build sustainable rural 

communities.  

I can only be successful with your help.  The stories and examples 

you send me about the importance of subsistence, the challenge of energy 

prices and the opportunities you want for your children and families help me 

advocate on your behalf in Washington, D.C.  Please keep them coming!  I 

always appreciate receiving your feedback and hearing your concerns.  

Please do not hesitate to contact Agatha Erickson in my Anchorage 

office at (907) 271-5915 or Agatha_Erickson@begich.senate.gov, or Andrea 

Sanders at (202) 224-3004 Andrea_Sanders@begich.senate.gov about issues of 

importance to you.

Quyana,

 Senator Mark Begich

News to Use

Follow Senator Begich:
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Begich 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SenatorBegich 
Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/

senatorbegich/

Internships with 
Senator Begich
Senator Begich’s office accepts applications 
for college internships throughout the 
year. Positions are available in Washington, 
Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau. 
Instructions on how to apply and eligibility 
requirements are available on his website at 
http://begich.senate.gov.

How to contact 
Senator Begich
Senator Begich wants to hear from you – 
join him on Facebook, Twitter, monthly 
telephone town halls or sign up for his 
bi-weekly electronic newsletter. Also, 
tune to the Alaska Report hosted by 
Senator Begich every other month, 
which airs on more than a dozen TV 
channels across Alaska. See the back 
page for contact information for the 
Senator’s offices; call his Anchorage 
office toll free at (877) 501-6275 or visit 
his website http://begich.senate.gov.

Constituent Coffees 
with Senator Begich
Nearly every week in the spring in 
Washington, D.C., Senator Begich 
hosts constituent coffees for Alaskans, 
usually Thursdays from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
This is a great opportunity to talk to 
Senator Begich, his staff and get a 
photo with the Senator.

United StateS Senator 
Mark Begich

News from

begich.senate.gov

Rural 
newsletter Sen. Begich met with constituents, young and Elder, at his booth during the AFN 

Convention in Anchorage.
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Poor Salmon Returns Put Spotlight on Subsistence

Subsistence continues to be a top priority for me, espe-
cially in light of the poor king salmon returns this year.  I 
strongly believe in the rights of rural Alaskans to fish and 
hunt to provide for their families.  

I was relieved when Acting U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Blank declared a disaster for the Chinook salmon run on 
the Kuskokwim and Yukon rivers and Cook Inlet drift net 
fishery.  I know the important role king salmon play in the 
lives of Alaskans and the enormous financial and emotion-
al stress fishing families have suffered this summer.  

I was pleased to include funding in the comprehen-
sive disaster funding bill for Alaska’s Chinook disasters 
of recent years. As this newsletter goes to print, the Sen-
ate is considering approving $150 million for federal 
fisheries disasters in Alaska, New England and the Gulf 
of Mexico.

I will continue to keep fighting for Alaska’s fisheries. 
The food security of Alaskans is of the utmost importance 
to me.  ■

Improved Public Safety Vital for Rural Alaska 

Public safety in Alaska’s villages continues to be a top 
concern.  This is why early in my term I introduced the 
Alaska Safe Families and Villages Act. 

This legislation would fund eligible Alaska Native tribes 
to participate in a demonstration project that allows them to 
establish tribal ordinances, create or strengthen tribal courts 
and impose sanctions on violators, such as community service.

I have been working with other members of the Alaska 
delegation, Alaska state offices, and interested tribal mem-
bers to improve this legislation and hopefully get it passed 
in the new 113th Congress.  ■

Bill Seeks to Keep Teachers in Rural Alaska

This year I introduced the Rural Educator and American 
Community Housing Act.  It authorizes $50 million in loan 
guarantees and grants for housing support for educators, pub-
lic safety officers and medical providers in rural communities.  

Given the remoteness and isolation of some of Alaska’s 
rural communities, I know it’s very challenging to keep 
professionals on the job in these key fields.  This bill allows 
for some financial support for new housing construction, 
or renovation and repair of professional housing units.   

Rural Alaska needs quality teachers, public safety offi-
cers and medical professionals.  Having stable housing can 
make the difference in a professional deciding to take a job 
in rural Alaska.  ■

Empowering Rural Communities

Sen. Begich visits with Grafton Solomon and Ernie Carroll after a town hall 
meeting in Fort Yukon on Memorial Day 2012.  

Federal Government at Your Fingertips
• Bureau of Indian Affairs: (907) 586-7177
• Bureau of Land Management: (202) 208-5242
• Commission on Civil Rights: (800) 552-6843
• Denali Commission: (907) 271-1414   
• Department of Education: (800) 872-5327
• Office of Postsecondary Education:  

(202) 502-7750
• Equal Employment Opportunity: 

(202) 663-4900

• Federal Emergency Management Agency: 
(FEMA) (800) 621-3362

• Fish and Wildlife: (202) 208-5634
• Indian Health: (907) 729-3686
• Internal Revenue Service: (IRS) (800) 829-1040
• Legal Services: (800) 478-5401
• Small Business Administration: (907) 271-4022
• Social Security: (800) 772-1213
• Veteran Affairs Department: (800) 827-1000

A complete list of government agencies can be found at http://USA.gov
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Historic Plan Improves Rural Vet Health Care

After three years of hard work, I am pleased the Vet-
erans Affairs Department recently signed over 25 agree-
ments with tribal health organizations across Alaska to 
improve health care for our veterans. I pushed for this 
change as a member of the Senate Committee on Veterans 
Affairs.

These historic agreements allow Alaska Native veter-
ans to receive health care services in tribal clinics without 
having to travel to Anchorage or Seattle to receive services. 
Under the agreement, the VA will reimburse the participat-
ing health care entities for the services. The new agreement 
also allows non-Native veterans to get care at the partici-
pating tribal health facility.

These MOU’s mean my idea for an “Alaska Heroes 
Card” is one step close to reality.  My vision is to have a 
special card that veterans can carry and show at any health 
care facility and have the VA reimburse the facility for the 
services.

It is important to note that any veterans who want to 
access this new benefit must be registered with the VA.  
Veterans can sign up for benefits by contacting the VA at 
1-877-222-VETS (8387) or visiting www.va.gov.  ■

Denali Commission Reform Bill Introduced

Since it was created 14 years ago, the Denali Commis-
sion has successfully partnered with federal, state and lo-
cal entities to fund hundreds of projects and programs in 
some of Alaska’s most remote communities.  These include 
health clinics, community streets, barge landings, bulk fuel 
storage facilities, small boat harbors and renewable energy 
projects. 

Alaska’s Congressional Delegation has been working 
on a reauthorization bill for the past two years to ensure 
the Denali Commission continues its important mission of 
improving life for rural Alaskans.  We recently introduced 
legislation (S.3590, H.R. 6478) to reauthorize and improve 
its effectiveness.  

The bill authorizes funding to carry out the Commis-
sion’s mission, addresses commissioner conflict of interest 
concerns, and provides greater flexibility for commission-
ers to participate in the decision-making process. The reau-
thorization bill also complements language included in the 
recently passed MAP-21 surface transportation bill, which 
allows the Commission to accept funding from partners 
such as the State of Alaska.

Senator Murkowski, Congressman Young and I are 
unified in our hope this Denali reauthorization bill 
will address the concerns of federal oversight agencies, 
strengthen the Commission and allow it to continue im-
proving rural Alaska for decades to come. ■

Begich Works for Rural Development

Despite declining federal budget and a continued ban 
on budget earmarks, I have secured critical new funding 
to improve and expand infrastructure in rural Alaska, in-
cluding road, airport, water and wastewater, and broad-
band funding to ensure rural Alaska can be part of the 
21st century economy and build sustainable communi-
ties.

In February, I fought with our delegation to protect 
Essential Air Service. This is a financial lifeline for rural 
air service in 44 Alaska communities. We also secured ap-
proval for new packaging requirements for air transport 
of compressed oxygen to rural hospital and clinics. The 
new FAA bill will bring over $200 million in funding to 
Alaska.

We also fought back efforts to cut tribal road funding. 
Instead, the final MAP-21 transportation bill includes $108 
million over two years for Alaska tribes. The state also will 
receive $1 billion for transportation improvements.  This 
new road and airport funding will create new jobs in ru-
ral Alaska and lay the foundation for regional economic 
growth for decades to come. 

I also continue the fight against efforts to close rural 
post offices in Alaska and end the Bypass Mail program. 
The current Senate postal reform bill ensures rural Alas-
kans have viable mail service just like urban Alaskans. 
We need to protect critical programs like these for rural 
Alaska.  ■

Fighting for Veterans, Development

Sen. Begich gets adopted into the Killer Whale Clan at the 100th ANB 
Grand Camp in Sitka, Alaska.

“My vision is to have a special card 
that veterans can carry and show 
at any health care facility and have 
the VA reimburse the facility for the 
services.”



Anchorage
Peterson Tower, Suite 750
510 L St
Anchorage, AK 99501
phone (907) 271-5915
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 258-9305

Fairbanks
101 12th Ave, Room 328
Fairbanks, AK 99701
phone (907) 456-0261
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 451-7290

Juneau
One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 308
Juneau, AK 99801
phone (907) 586-7700
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 586-7702

Kenai
805 Frontage Rd. Suite 101
Kenai, AK 99611
phone (907) 283-4000
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 283-4401

Ketchikan
Whitecliff Building Suite 230
1900 First Avenue
Ketchikan, AK 99901
phone (907) 225-3000
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 247-3000

Wasilla
851 E Westpoint Drive, Ste 309
Wasilla, AK 99654
phone (907) 357-9956
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (907) 357-9964

Washington, D.C.
111 Russell Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510
phone (202) 224-3004
toll free (877) 501-6275*
fax (202) 224-2354

*Toll free for callers with an Alaska (907) area code.

Building Strong Rural Economies

Office of U.S. Senator Begich
Contact Information begich.senate.gov
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DOB: July 14, 1999
Missing: Feb 28, 2002
Age Now: 9
Sex: Female
Race: Hispanic
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown
Height: 2'10" (86 cm)
Weight: 35 lbs (16 kg)
Missing From:
Eagle River, Alaska

ENDANGERED MISSING

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING AND EXPLOITED CHILDREN
1-800-843-5678

Layla GallegosAge Progressed

Federal Funding Assistance Available

Federal funding plays a part 
in many projects in Alaska. As 
we work in Washington, D.C., 
to reduce spending, we still 
need to continue investing in 
essential services and facili-
ties.  My office is here to help 
find answers to questions about 
federal grants and other funding 
sources.

I always like to hear what 
your community is working on, 
whether it’s a community cen-
ter for families, a dock to move 
goods or innovative energy proj-
ects to heat homes.  Let me know 
when you apply for federal fund-
ing so I can work on your behalf 
by calling administrators, writ-
ing letters or pushing to ensure 
important programs aren’t cut. 

Alaskans are most successful in competitive grant pro-
grams when all the local players come together, work in 
unison, and show how far we can stretch dollars to get a 
job done. ■

Need Help with a Federal Agency? 

I am pleased to provide help to 
Alaska residents who are experienc-
ing difficulties with federal agencies 
or who have questions about the 
way the government works. 

Any Alaskan resident can call, 
write, or email with a question or 
problem with a federal agency. My 
office can resolve communication 
problems and paperwork glitches, 
or bring a problem to the atten-
tion of the appropriate agency. 

If you require this kind of as-
sistance, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to one of my regional 
offices or by calling my Anchor-
age Office at: (907) 271-5915.   
You can also contact me online 
at http://begich.senate.gov.  ■

Quinhagak residents Willard Church and John Mark discuss the 
importance of the By-Pass mail program with Senator Begich in 
the Quinhagak post office.

“Any Alaskan resident can call, 
write, or email with a question or 
problem with a federal agency.”

Follow Senator Begich:
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Begich 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SenatorBegich 
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/senatorbegich/


