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The Honorable Sarah Palin
Governor of Alaska

State Capitol Building
Juncau. AK 99801

Dear Governor Palin:

[ write to encourage you to reconsider your refusal to accept $28.6 million in American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act State inergy Program funds. These funds can support
renewable energy and energy efficiency projects across the state, helping Alaska families
and communities cut their energy bills.

Although I understand your concerns regarding federal requirements, there are several
other states which have worked with the U.S. Department of Energy to resolve this issue.
The State of Missouri has successfully presented the Department of Energy a plan to
receive these funds based on local initiatives. That agreement can serve as a model
satisfying your objective of local control while allowing thousands of Alaskans to lower
their heating bills and make their homes more comfortable.

The Missouri plan allows the state to qualify for the funds if communities representing
over 90 percent of the population live in areas with suitable standards. Information
gathered by the Alaska State House Finance Committee staff indicates Alaska likely
already meets this standard and today could qualify for these funds with no additional
burden placed on Alaskans.

During the past vear. higher fuel prices and a growing awareness of climate change
effects have forced Alaskans to redouble their efforts cut energy costs and pursue
renewable energy projects. That demand is clearly evident in the number of applications
for state renewable energy funding and requests for federal funding this year coming into
my ofTice.
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As my office reviews the 522 separate requests for federal funding from the State of
Alaska, Alaska communities and non-profit groups totaling $4.8 billion, it is very
difficult to secure support from other members of Congress for Alaska projects while the
State is turning down federal dollars that could fund some of these same projects. These
are projects that might otherwise have to wait years for funding given declining State
resources.

Again, I hope you will reconsider your decision and accept the State Energy Program
funds. It is a great opportunity to address the energy needs of Alaska right now.

Sincerely,

United-States Senator



