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The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
731 Hart Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510-0001

Dear Se rkin:

Thanlé ou for your continued leadership on education reform and your dedication to
children. I appreciate this opportunity to share my thoughts and priorities for
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). As you know,
many elements of No Child Left Behind are a poor fit for Alaska, and I have argued for

policies better recognizing and respecting the importance of local communities and local
knowledge in our education system.

I would like to propose ideas to be included in a newly updated ESEA that will help
provide a meaningful education to our students. I look forward to continuing to work
with you on these issues.

College and career readiness through strong STEM and CTE programs

ESEA reauthorization must focus on preparing our students to enter a complex and
changing workforce. States and regions may differ widely from one another with their
workforce needs, and ESEA programs must adapt to these needs. Strong science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM), as well as career and technical education
(CTE) programs in our schools, from elementary to post-secondary, are critical for
providing our children the skills they need to be successful. Our future economy depends
on us investing in STEM and CTE programs that support teachers, administrators,
counselors, and students.

Realistic, consistent, fair, and adequate funding

The brightest new ideas and best innovations are only as good as our commitment to full
and adequate funding of our nation’s education system. All of our work to update and
improve ESEA will only be effective if we commit the resources necessary to give
students, teachers and principals the tools they need to succeed. I look forward to
working with you on the Senate Appropriations Committee to fulfill these goals. 1
continue to support formula-funded programs that benefit all students yet also recognize

SUITE 750 SUITE 328 SUITE 308 SUITE 101 SUITE 230 SUITE 308 SUITE SR-111
510 L STREET 101 1274 AVENUE OMNE SEALASKA PLAZA 805 FRONTAGE ROAD 1800 FIRST AVENUE 851 EAST WESTPOINT DRIVE RUSSELL BUILDING
ANCHORAGE, AK 59501 FAIRBANKS, AK 98701 JUNEAL, AK 93801 KEMNAL AK 99611 KETCHIKAN, AK 99301 WASILLA, AK 99654 WASHINGTON, DC 20610

{907) 271-5815 [907) 456-0261 (907) 586-7700 {907) 283-4000 (907) 225-3000 [907) 357-9956 1202} 224-3004



Senator Harkin
February 26, 2013
Page 2

that tight federal budgets make it hard to fund all education programs by formula. As we
design and implement competitive funding programs, we must be careful to ensure all
schools can fairly compete, local innovative ideas are rewarded, and evidence-based
programs are produced that will benefit students in all parts of the country.

More flexibility to improve struggling schools

School turnaround strategies must meet the needs of school districts in all corners of our
country. Districts, both rural and urban, have unique circumstances that simply cannot be
addressed through narrow, prescriptive models. Often, schools are failing due to root
causes such as poverty, isolation, and lack of quality services. While we must do our best
to improve struggling schools and commit resources for this purpose, we must allow for
interventions that work for communities. Alaska already faces very high teacher and
principal turnover in our rural districts. In some districts, allowing a school to evaluate,
keep and provide professional development for teachers and principals rather than
requiring replacement is a better option. Alternative models should focus on local
solutions, rather than top-down federal interventions.

Teacher evaluations should be based on the most current educational research available.
Done correctly, evaluations can improve instruction by providing opportunity for
reflection and constructive guidance opportunities. The development of the whole child
should be taken into account in evaluating a teacher, as a child’s test scores not only
reflect what was learned from the teacher, but also a multifaceted set of developmental
factors. Relying too heavily on student test scores to make punitive personnel decisions,
especially in the absence of related funding and resources, may be misguided.

Better support for Alaska Native education programs

Current law recognizes the educational challenges facing indigenous Americans. In
Alaska, funding through the Alaska Native Education Program has fostered locally-
designed, community-based initiatives that improve learning. This is especially
important to allow the innovation and flexibility needed in our smallest and most remote
schools. In reauthorizing ESEA, we must not only strengthen the existing program, but
also make other funding streams more accessible to tribes and organizations working to
improve educational outcomes for America.

Early Childhood

Research confirms there are enormous benefits to students and society when students
arrive in kindergarten ready to learn. A child cannot grow to his or her fullest potential
without a solid base of early learning. The next ESEA reauthorization should have a

greater focus on early education to help our students succeed in elementary and
secondary school.
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Again, thank you for your leadership in this area and for considering these proposals. I
look forward to working together to improve education opportunities for Alaska students.




