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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 17, 2011

The Honorable John S. Pistole
Administration

Transportation Security Administration
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
301 7th Street SW — Mail Stop 0020
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Administrator Pistole:

[ was shocked and disappointed to read in the Washington Post that the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) cancelled its planned rural Alaska Transportation Security
Officer recruitment efforts in conjunction with the Iditarod Sled Dog Race at the urging
of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA).

[t is outrageous the TSA would act on one complaint from a group with virtually no
understanding of the “Last Great Race on Earth.” Nothing captures the Alaska spirit like
the Iditarod. which commemorates the historic 1925 delivery of serum to Nome to stop a
diphtheria epidemic. It has captured the imagination and respect of Alaskans and fans
worldwide. The original life-safety mission of the run continues today as hundreds of
volunteers work year-round to ensure the mushers and dogs are safe. PETA’s tales of
abuse on the Iditarod Trail would be news to the scores of volunteer veterinarians whose
monitoring of the sled dogs during the race make Iditarod dogs among the best cared for
in the world.

Before making this misguided decision, I would have strongly suggested you contact real
Iditarod experts like Lance Mackey or Dee Dee Jonrowe to understand how sled dogs are
trained and nurtured to prepare for the Iditarod and then monitored closely during the
race. Just yesterday, I met with the president of the Iditarod National Historic Trail
Alliance who I know would have been happy to brief you and your staff on the race. The
mother of the Iditarod, Dorothy Page, once stated that she never wanted ““to see high
pressure people getting in and changing the spirit of the race.” PETA is trying to do just
that and you have now unwittingly assisted them.
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TSA does face recruitment challcngés in Alaska. Since the Iditarod is closely followed by
Alaskans all along the 1,150-mile race and in every corner of our state throughout the
month of March, it is a great opportunity to reach rural Alaskans about job opportunities
at TSA.

Your decision may have PETA “howling with delight,” but Alaskans know you have
headed down the wrong trail.

Sincerely,

Mark B€gich
United States Senator

Cc:  The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary, Department of Homeland Security
Stan Hooley. Executive Director, Iditarod Trail Committee
Mark Moderow, President, Iditarod Trail Committee
Daphna Nachminovitch, Vice President, PETA



